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DOZOKU Theory and Succession

HORIKOSHI Masakazu
Project Associate Professor

Faculty of Commerce, Kumamoto Gakuen University

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to provide the viewpoint of a new study method about succession of
small and medium-sized enterprises occupying most of the companies of our country. To achieve this
purpose, we re-examined DOZOKU theory in sociology and carried out a case study of long-
established and small and medium-sized enterprise having head office in Niigata. Then, we clarified
significance and limit discussing succession skill based on the difference in so-called “succession type.”

The conclusions of this paper are based on the following three key points:

(1) It should be noted that the meaning of “DOZOKU” as the real social group is completely different
from family businesses designated by law. “succession type” is classified without considering such a
difference. As a result, when we discuss succession skill, it brings about the confusion in the concept
concerning “DOZOKU,” “family,” and “relative.”

(2) When we discuss succession skill, it is necessary to clearly determine whether it applies to “the
case of parent-child relationships” or to “the other cases.”

(3) Not the result that “succession type” brings, it is necessary for us to consider a process or a

background leading to such a result.

Keywords : [FJEEG, SH3EARNE, fonissE, kst Zdiesk
DOZOKU theory, succession, small and medium-sized enterprise, family business, long-

established company
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